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The Rush Township Board of Supervisors and staff are

pleased to bring you this special Bicentennial Edition of our
Township Newsletter.

We extend a special thank you to the businesses the
professional members of our community, and all our
Bicentennial Committee Volunteers who made our year- round
events possible and very successful. You can read about all of
these events further on in the publication. 

Our road department is in the process of finishing up a very busy year.  They performed many
facets of road maintenance throughout our township.  Some of the projects completed were as
follows.  Shoulders were graded and stoned on Bernhard Road, Wertman Road, Zellner Road,
and Lynnwood Street.  Approximately nine miles of paving was done by our own work force.  In
the village of Quakake, storm drains were replaced and several new ones were added.
Hometown received an asphalt leveling course at many rough and low areas.  Our entire allotment
of state liquid fuels monies was spent in the Hometown areas.  Another important project finished
was the brush cutting of the entire township.  This will provide a better site distance for our
residents when traveling in their vehicles.  

It is a constant struggle to determine how and when to repair aging infrastructure. The decision
making process often involves available funding, regulatory requirements, and increasing
liabilities. Next year, it is our plan for the road department to make repairs and to pave Swenson
Street, Wayne Avenue, and Ridge Street.  Our road crew will also perform their normal routine
operations of fixing potholes, plowing snow, maintenance to the parks, and any other jobs that
need to be done. 

We the Supervisors would also like to commend our administration department for managing and
overseeing all of our departments and business operations.  On a daily basis, the administration
provides customer assistance to the general public.  They successfully fulfill their responsibility of
supporting the Board of Supervisors by providing us with the necessary information we need to
make informed decisions.  We as Supervisors, depend on our administrative staff to know what is
happening in the township so we can focus on policy issues.

Our police department, which has been a twenty-four hour seven days per week operation for
the last several years, has been doing a great job keeping our residents and neighborhood safe.
Our police force patrol approximately seventy-one miles of state and local highways on a daily
basis. 

In closing, allow me to emphasize that the Board of Supervisors and all our professional
associates, are here for YOU, the township residents and businesses.  We are committed to being
a progressive, business friendly and environmentally conscience place to live and work.  We want
to improve your quality of life.

Thank you,

Stephen W. Simchak
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
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THANK YOU to our existing customers and WELCOME to new customers.  We appreciate your business and look forward to serving you!

Seasons Change Financial is a family owned and operated business
whose team of professionals will meet and work closely with you to develop a
comprehensive plan that can assist you in achieving your retirement goals.

Seasons Change Financial specializes in providing safe and
creative investments for retired individuals or 

those about to retire in Northeast PA.

Offices in Tamaqua and Pittston

Toll Free: 1-866-774-2102
Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Ameritas Investment Corp.

(AIC) Member FINRA/SIPC. AIC and Seasons Change Financial are not affiliated.

Croll’s Coal & Oil • 74 Bernhard Road • Barnesville, PA 18214

Nancy’s
F r e s h  C u t  M a r k e t

Over 30 years experience in the food industry.

570-668-1400
www.nancysfreshcutmarket.com

220 Claremont Ave. • Tamaqua, PA 18252

We provide our area 
with a high quality 

meat market 
& deli.



Site/General Contractors
Excavation, Utilities, Earthwork, Paving, Snow Removal, Site Concrete,

Construction, Demolition, E&S Control, Trucking, Land Clearing

A Special Thank You To The Businesses!
This publication is made possible at no printing cost to the residents of Rush Township through the generous advertising sponsorship of the 

businesses listed throughout our third newsletter.  We wish to encourage your patronage of these establishments.  
They are a very important part to the economic vitality of our community.

SITE CONTRACTORS

Office 570-668-3003

Fax 570-668-3363

794 Claremont Ave.

Tamaqua, Pa 18252

www.grandprixexcavation.com

570-668-0765 www.longhifinancial.com

BARLETTA
MATERIALS & CONSTRUCTION, INC.

PAVING & ASPHALT MATERIALS
SAND & STONE PRODUCTS

570-668-2040 • 570-668-5910 FAX
1314 EAST BROAD STREET • P.O. BOX 550 • TAMAQUA, PA 18252

Caring 
Every Day 

in 
Every Way

LOCATED ON ROUTE 54, HOMETOWN
149 LAFAYETTE AVENUE, TAMAQUA 18252

We Offer:
Short Term Rehabilitation • Day Trips & Recreational Activities

Internet Access • Beauty & Barber Shop
Individualized Nutritional Planning • Restorative Nursing Program

570-668-1775      Fax: 570-668-1570
www.hometownnursingcenter.com

A JDK Management Facility    Most Insurances Accepted

570-669-5113 Fax 570-669-6393
www.kovatchauto.com

One Industrial Complex • Nesquehoning, PA 18240

Board of Supervisors

Meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6
p.m. in the Township Building
Stephen W. Simchak, Chairman
Shawn E. Gilbert, Vice-Chairman
Robert J. Leibensperger, Member

Administration

Terri Conville, Secretary/Treasurer
Marie Skripnek, Administrative Assistant

Police Department

Duane Frederick, Corporal
Emergency dial 911
Non Emergency 570-668-4242 or

570-668-6100

Road Department

Gene Rutch, Road Foreman 
570-668-2438

Sewer Department

John Tiejaro
570-668-4336

Professional Staff

Solicitor
Robert Yurchak
1 E. Catawissa Street
Nesquehoning, PA 18240
570-669-6650

Auditors

Carmen Forke, Walter Taylor, Brian Turner
104 Mahanoy Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
570-668-2938

Tax Collector

Dolores Walck
117 Cumberland Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
570-668-5661

Rush EMA

Lorraine Brill
EMA Coordinator
Office 570-225-7280

Fax 570-225-7281

Engineer–Zoning

Alfred Benesch & Co.
400 One Norwegian Plaza
Pottsville, PA  17901
570-622-4055

Sewage Enforcement Officer

William Brior
Surgarloaf, PA
570-384-3408

Building Inspector

Building Inspection 
Underwriters, Inc.
570-344-9681

Fire Companies

Hometown Fire Co.
Barry Messerschmidt, Chief
15 Mahanoy Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
570-668-0274

Quakake Fire Co.

Scott Brill, Chief
130 Tamanend Road
Quakake, PA 18245
570-467-2383

Northeastern Schuylkill 

Joint Municipal Authority

(Rush Ryan Sanitary Sewer)
570-467-2176

American Water Services 

(sewer billing)
717-533-4825

Tamaqua Borough

(water billing and service)
570-668-0300

Interstate Waste Services 

(garbage collection)
1-800-523-4290

Municipal Directory
104 Mahanoy Avenue, Tamaqua, PA 18252 • Phone: 570-668-2938 • Fax: 570-668-3129

Email: info@rushtownship.org • Website: www.rushtownship.org



9 2

Rush Township is very excited about the new
headquarters for our Emergency Management Team

at the municipal building.  This separate room contains a
modern computer system with a large monitor, wall
mounted paper maps of the entire township, a messaging
board, radios for emergency band use, and a separate
phone line for communication to county, state and federal
authorities.  During an emergency, the Emergency
Operations Center may be activated by the EMC, the
Deputy EMC, or the elected officials. 

The Emergency Management Coordinator for Rush
Township is Lorraine Brill.  She was appointed by the
governor and acts on behalf of the elected officials.  The
deputy EMC is Paul Miller.  

The county has prepared an Emergency Operations
Plan that provides information in emergencies.  This plan
identifies resources within our municipality that will be
helpful in emergency or disaster situations and requests
needed from the Schuylkill County EMA.

For emergency situations, you can contact the EMA by
calling Schuylkill County 911 and providing them with your
name, address and a brief statement.  Then, they will
determine which responders will be dispatched.  For the
safety of all involved, Hometown and Quakake Fire
Companies are usually dispatched at the same time as
the EMA.

Please look for future updates about the EOC on the
web-site for Rush Township.  A contact list will be added
as well as links to some very important agencies. 

If you would like to become a volunteer to help
coordinate activities, please call the Rush Township
Emergency Management Agency at 570-225-7280 and
leave your name, address, and phone number. 

RUSH TOWNSHIP EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Rush Township Emergency Management Coordinator
Lorraine Brill and Deputy Paul Miller are viewing
information on the computer screen in the new EMA
room set up at the municipal building. 

The Rush Township Board of Supervisors approved
the purchase of a new dump truck for the road

department.  The vehicle is a 2011 Ford F550 4x4 diesel
and auto transmission with a stainless steel spreader
and western pro plus plow.  The new truck was
purchased for the price of $68,783.30 through the Pa.
Costars Program with KME/Kovatch Organization,
Nesquehoning, PA.  Barry Messerschmidt was the 
sales representative from Kovatch Organization.  This
vehicle will replace a dump truck in the road department
which is approximately sixteen years old and in need of
major repairs.  Also, the new township logo and web-site
www.rushtownship.org are featured on the new 
dump truck.

Rush Township New Road
Department Truck

PRESS RELEASE!

Pictured from left to right: Rush Township Laborer Elden
Neifert, Road Foreman Gene Rutch, and Chairman of the
Board Stephen W. Simchak. 

Street parking is prohibited during snow removal. It is
unlawful to park, abandon, or leave unattended any

vehicle on any public street, road, or highway, or adjacent
right of way, during a storm or during the 48-hour period
following cessation of precipitation or any other period
when snow removal or plowing is being conducted. 

Winter storm definition: any precipitation
accumulation to a depth of one-inch or more.

Abandoned vehicles. Any vehicle parked or left
unattended on any public street, road, or highway, or it’s
adjacent right of way during the 48-hour period following
a winter storm shall be deemed abandoned, and any
township police officer or road worker may arrange for the
vehicle to be towed and stored at an approved storage
lot. In addition to the fine (see penalties), the owner of the
vehicle will be responsible for the towing and storage
charges.

Responsibility for removal of snow and
ice from sidewalks. Sidewalks must
be cleared of snow and ice within 12
hours after snow has stopped
falling.

Fire hydrants. Every person in charge or control of any
building or lot on which a fire hydrant is located is
required to uncover the fire hydrant to the extent that at
least one half of the hydrant is visible from the street.

Depositing of snow and ice prohibited. No person
shall deposit any snow or ice next to a fire hydrant or on
any sidewalk or roadway.

Penalties. Any person who shall violate any provisions
of the snow removal ordinance could be fined up to $300
for each day the violation continues.

Obstructing of sidewalk, street or highway is
prohibited. It is unlawful for any person to park, or place
and allow to remain, any object (basketball goal) other

than a motor vehicle in the street or
highway from November 1 of each
year through April 1 of the following

year. The Township has the authority to
remove and impound any non-motorized

object or vehicle found in the street or
highway or on the sidewalk. In
order to reclaim an object removed,
the owner shall pay removal and

storage costs. 

Winter Weather Guidelines

Snow Shoveling Tips

After a snowstorm, how many times have you
shoveled your driveway or sidewalk only to have

it plowed in? 

Public Works suggests that you wait until the street
is cleared before you shovel the last five feet of your
driveway or your sidewalk. Always clear an area to
the right of your driveway (as seen in the diagram
below) to give the snow on the blade of the plow a
place to empty before it gets to your driveway. This
way you won't have to do the same job twice.

Public Works also reminds you that it is illegal to
push snow from a parking lot or driveway onto a
township roadway.
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By the time you receive this newsletter, Phase I Sanitary
Sewer Line Replacement of Meadow Avenue

should be completed.  This project consisted of
replacing old antiquated piping manholes and
associated appenditures.  Approximately 6,500
feet of 8 inch PVC sewer pipe and manholes
were installed for a bid price of $275,500.00. 

On December 9, 2011 bids will be opened for
Phase II Storm Sewer and Paving Upgrade for the Meadow
Avenue Area.  This project will consist of various size storm

sewer piping, milling, and paving improvements along
Meadow Avenue, Jeffrey Bnosky Street, Carmen

Street, and Mariner Street in the village of
Hometown.  Work will also include partial
roadway reconstruction on Bnosky Street.
The engineer cost estimate is approximately

$500,000.00.  If the upcoming winter season is
a mild one, this project could begin in the early

spring of next year. 

MEADOW AVENUE PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

On June 21, 2011 the Rush Township Board of Supervisors awarded the contract for the 2011 road program to Lehigh
Asphalt in the amount $115,730.00.  Work was completed on Locust Street, Lincoln Street, and Frankford Avenue.

Approximately 400 ton 9.5 mm super-pave 1 ½ overlay
was installed.  Other work included curb milling, inlet
boxes and 12 inch to 18 inch thermoplastic storm pipe
were also part of the project.  A final inspection was held
on November 9th and this project is now complete.

The upcoming year will be our third year of our
strategic long range infrastructure plan.  The areas the
Supervisors have selected to receive improvements with
Liquid Fuels will be the top section on Holly Road,
Heckman Street and Back Street.

For the past few years, the state has been decreasing
our Liquid Fuels allotment.  However, through
competitive bidding and cost effective planning on the
part of the Supervisors, our residents will receive these
improvements without utilizing any monies from the
township’s General Fund. 

2011 Liquid Fuels Road Program

Left to right Stephen W. Simchak, Chairman of the Board,
Andrew Spece, Alfred Benesch & Company, Gene Rutch,
Road Foreman, representative of Lehigh Asphalt,  and
James Tohill, Alfred Benesch & Company

Do you or someone you know use oxygen or medical
equipment requireing electricity? Are you in charge of a

child or adult daycare facility? Are you an elderly person
living alone without a neighbor or relative to check in on you
in case of an emergency? If you responded yes
to any of these questions, or a similar situation
applies to you or someone you know, the Rush
Township Emergency Management office
would like to hear from you.

Our organization documents these special
needs so that in case of an emergency,
responders are able to provide assistance to
those who require it.

This does not mean someone will evacuate
you or your facility whenever there is a storm;
we will, however, so our best to provide supplies
to those whose safety and wellbeing depend on

them, e.g., a generator to someone on electronic medical
equipment.

Please call the Rush Township Emergency Management
Agency at 570-225-7280 if you or someone you know

would benefit from these services.  Leave
your name; contact information; and brief
explanation of your needs, and we will get
back to you as soon as possible.  All personal
information is kept strictly confidential.  If
desired, you or someone on your behalf can
present your information in-person to be
directly entered into the system; however, an
appointment must be made ahead of time to
ensure someone is there is there to assist
you.  If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact us at the number above.

F.Y.I.

Public Works and the U.S. Postal Service are both expected
to deliver during the winter season... come rain, sleet,

snow, or all of the above. The location of your mailbox along
the roadway can affect the efficiency of
both mail service and snow plowing
operations. 

Where is your mailbox located? Your
letter carrier will make every effort to deliver
the mail. However, if the mailbox is not
accessible due to snow buildup, or if it is
not properly located along the road, you
may have to pick up your mail at the post
office.

Rush Township allows property owners
to place mailboxes within the township
legal right-of-way, out of respect for the
U.S. Postal Service’s need to deliver, and
mail customers’ convenience of delivery;
however, mailbox damage is the
responsibility of the property owner.

Normally, if a mailbox is placed as far from the shoulder of
the road as the carrier can reach from a vehicle and the
mailbox rests on a firm support, the mailbox should be able to
withstand the force of snow from the plowing operation. Be
sure your mailbox has a strong support. You also may wish to

use reflective tape or other material to make the mailbox easier
to see during storms or during dark hours.

Plowing operations can push snow against or in front of
mailboxes, limiting access and perhaps
causing damage to supports. If the mailbox
support is within the highway right-of-way, it’s
the owner’s responsibility.

Check your mailbox and support often,
clearing snow from it and depositing the
snow properly (never shovel snow onto the
road). Homeowners who have followed
these tips in the past and have still
experienced mailbox damage may wish to
consider installing a cantilevered mailbox
support that will swing a mailbox out of
harm’s way. 

If you have questions as to the proper
location of your mailbox along the roadway,
contact your local post office.

The Township urges your cooperation in winterizing your
mailbox for the winter season. Taking steps to ensure the
visibility and stability of your mailbox will help The Townshp,
PennDOT and letter carriers deliver their best this winter.

Winterizing Your Mailbox

eAlways wear your seat belt, drive at a reduced speed, and
always drive defensively.

eAlways turn on your headlights during inclement weather.

eGive yourself plenty of time to get to where you're going
during the winter.

eKeep your gas tank full.

eMaintain at least twice the normal following distance when
driving on snow or ice. 

eRear-end collisions account for most winter crashes.

ePeriodically check the level of your windshield washing fluid
and only use fluids containing an anti-freeze solvent. Keep
an extra container of windshield fluid in the trunk.

eClear snow and ice from your windows, mirrors, hood,
headlights, taillights, and trunk before driving.

eKeep the following items in your vehicle during the winter:
an ice scraper/snow brush, de-icer, small snow
shovel, warning devices (flares or triangles), bag of
salt or sand, flashlight, battery cables, tire chains,
paper towels, and a blanket.

eMaintain a distance of at least six car lengths behind a
snow plow. 

e Do not pass a snow plow because the plow blades are
wider than the truck. 

e Car pool or use mass transit whenever possible during the
winter. Fewer cars on the road make travel safer during a
snowstorm and expedite snow plowing operations.

eUse extra care when driving on a bridge or elevated ramp
during the winter because they freeze before roads do.

Winter Driving Tips
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By the time you receive this newsletter, the 200th year of our birthday will be coming to a close.  Many events were held during
this calendar year many of which you will see pictures of on the following pages.  Our Community Day/Bicentennial

Celebration was originally scheduled for August 28th, but had to be re-scheduled to October 30th due to Hurricane Irene hitting
the East Coast.   Low and behold, a very rare October nor’easter storm dumped approximately ten inches of snow in our area
the day of October 29th.  Our road department did a great job cleaning up the township roads, the sun came out and warmed
temperatures to brighten up the day so our event could go on as planned.  Approximately 300 people passed through our doors
and attended this affair.  A special thank you goes out to all the residents and neighbors of Rush Township for supporting our year
long celebrations.

Summary of the Bicentennial Events held in 2011

Congressman Timothy Holden
presented a citation commemorating
the township’s bicentennial to
Chairman Stephen W. Simchak.

Schuylkill County Commissioners
Mantura Gallagher & Frank
Staudenmeirer presented a citation
commemorating the township’s
bicentennial to Chairman Stephen W.
Simchak, and Supervisor Robert J.
Leibensperger.

A blood drive was held on April 5th at
the municipal building.  The American
Red Cross collected 22 units, which was
96% of the group’s goal of 24 units.
Workers of the American Red Cross
organize their paperwork.

Rush Township and the Quakake
Fire Company held their annual
community egg hunt.  Families
enjoyed special gift prize eggs, 
free food, toys, money and more.

Taking part in the tree
planting were Rush Township

Bicentennial Committee
members, from left, Walter J.

Taylor, Kathy Taylor, Marie
Skripnek, Ann Marie

Calabrese, Stephen Simchak
and Harry Eisley.

Jessica Lynn Ward, front left,
2011 Rush Township Poppy
Queen, hands the first poppy
to Stephen W. Simchak, Rush
Township board chairman.
Ashley Zapotosky, front right,
was crowned princess.  On
hand for the crowning are,
back row, Jim Shaup, Quakake
American Legion Post 973
chaplain, and Carmen Forke,
post commander.

Luncheon Honoring Local Heroes

Citation Received from the 
Schuylkill County Commissioners

Blood Drive at 
the Municipal Building

Easter Egg Hunt at Quakake Park

Tree Planting in 
Recognition of Arbor Day

Crowning of Poppy Queen 
at Quakake Legion

When it comes to an emergency, most people feel that
“it just won’t happen to me.”

This kind of thinking can open the door for serious
consequences. The county, state, and federal officials are
there to lend a hand in times of crisis, but emergency
preparedness really begins at home.  

First--be informed—learn about threats facing your
community. Pennsylvania is prone to a wide variety of
manmade and natural disasters, including floods, fires,
snow, wind, and tropical storms. While you can’t prevent
these events you can get informed, which will empower
you to make better decisions to protect your family and
yourself.

Next—be prepared—encourages residents to create a
home emergency kit, which will allow you to survive on
your own for at least three days. As past disasters have
shown, emergency responders can get quickly
overwhelmed with calls and simply can’t reach all victims.
Gathering essentials, including food and water should be
a priority for everyone. 

These basic supplies for an emergency kit can make the
difference between life and death. The kit should include:

• Water for drinking and sanitation-one gallon per
person per day for three days-and don’t forget pets,
too.

• Food- at least a three-day supply of nonperishable
items.

• Cash-if there is no electricity, ATM’s won’t work.

• A crank or battery-powered radio, a flashlight, and
extra batteries.

• Other supplies, such as moist towelettes, a manual
can opener, prescription medications, infant formula,
and diapers, pet supplies, and important documents. 

Once the necessities are organized, residents with
children might want to include a few fun things too, such
as toys, travel-size family games, and a deck of cards. A
smaller emergency kit should also be kept in each vehicle
in case you are ordered to evacuate during work hours or
are stranded in your car.

The final step—be involved—residents are encouraged
to join organizations such as the Pennsylvania Citizen
Corps, a cluster of volunteer programs that promote safer
communities, and SERV PA, an online registry for medical
and nonmedical volunteers.

As anyone who has already lived through a disaster will
tell you, preparedness is priceless.

BE PREPARED

325 visits came from 4 countries/territories

Site Usage Visits Pages/Visit Avg. Time on Site% New Visits Bounce Rate
325 3.10 00:02:16 69.54% 40.62%

Country/Territory Visits Pages/Visits Avg.Time on Site% New Visits Bounce Rate

United States 321 3.12 00:02:17 69.16% 40.19%

Philippines 2 1.50 00:00:24 100.00% 50.00%

Canada 1 1.00 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% 

Russia 1 1.00 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00%

Statistics from October 1, 2011 – October 31, 2011

Web Site statistics

Web site
www.rushtownship.org
Information Content: 
Government Section, Services Section, Visitors to the Area
Section, Online Calendar, News Section
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Rush Township celebrated its 200th birthday by hosting a
Community Day/Bicentennial Celebration on Sunday,

October 30th on the grounds of the municipal building.  The
event was held from 10 o’clock a.m. until 2 o’clock p.m.  The
Bicentennial Committee along with the Board of Supervisors
and office staff organized this event.  Everyone had an
opportunity to view the history of Rush Township and have a
glance into the future of our township.

Local businesses and organizations had displays and
demonstrations for the public to enjoy.  An open house of the
municipal building was also held.  Everyone was welcome to
tour the new Emergency Management Agency room, the
administration offices, and the police headquarters.  Rush
Township had on display their new road department dump
truck and the new police cruiser.  Our local fire companies and
our fire police had equipment on display. Participants included
Air Products, Silberline, Quakake American Legion Post 793,
Tamaqua Historical Society, Cool Breeze Imaging, American
Cancer Society, Schuylkill County Clerk of Courts, and St.
Luke’s Network.  

Polka Joe Manjack, a Hometown resident, drew music lovers
wanting to see his live remote radio broadcast.  There was also
face painting for the children.  Free food included hot dogs,
barbecue, pierogies, and drinks.  Our Bicentennial cakes were
donated by Harry and Gail Eisley.  Many door prizes were also
donated by some of our local businesses and individuals.   The
Bicentennial Committee handed out free tote bags, pencils,
and balloons depicting our 200th birthday.  

Local business sponsors for the live broadcast were: Beacon
Diner, Christ Funeral Home, Custom Woodwork Creative
Kitchens, Furniture Connection, Grand Prix Excavating,
Hometown Nursing Center, Skipper Dippers, and Tirpak
Insurance.  Area businesses and residents that supported the
Bicentennial Celebration and donated door prizes and
giveaways were--- Air Products , Hometown Pharmacy, Mauch
Chunk Trust,  Cal’s Auto,  Silberline, Hometown Nursing
Center, Two Kings,  Skipper Dippers,  St. Luke’s,  and Gail and
Harry Eisley.  

Air Products – Tom Cara
conducted demonstrations
throughout the event. He was
assisted by Debbie Daniels.
They showed what would
happen if balloons were placed
in a container of liquid nitrogen,
which is a colorless, clear liquid
with a temperature of -320
degrees.  They also launched a foam ball placed in a tube of
liquid nitrogen.  Ice cream was also made and enjoyed by the

children as well as the adults.  Both demonstrators felt the
experiments were fun and had a goal to get the kids interested
in the science field.  

Silberline – Betsy Dallas had a display about the
manufacturing aspects of the company.  Silberline
manufactures effect pigments for the automotive, plastics,
printing inks, and pack-
aging and coating for
industries.  Silberline has a
location in Hometown and
is very much involved with
the community and has a
commitment to their
employees, customers and
vendors.

Tamaqua Historical Society – Dale Freudenberger, a
volunteer of the society, had a display of Rush Township
memorabilia.  Included were images and posters of the historic

Lakewood Playhouse, a
trolley car advertisement
for Sayler’s Steam Bakery
in Hometown, photos of old
drive-in theaters and
photos of the original High
Bridge.  Some of the
places date back from the
1920’s and are no longer in
existence.

TIDE – Dr. Joseph Urenovitch had a poster-board display
and a power point presentation on the development of the
TIDE industrial park and the companies that now occupy it.
Developed in the mid 1970’s, the park is situated on 200 
acres for mixed use industrial/ commercial  in a natural setting
and offers low operating costs, tax and loan incentives, 
and experienced
development assist-
ance. Dr. Urenovitch
also talked about the
future plans for TIDE
and the potential
growth for the
township. 

Rush Township
COMMUNITY DAY/BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONHHAAPPPPYY 220000tthh BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY!!

Schuylkill County Clerk of
Courts Office – Steve
Lukach, who is the Clerk of
Courts and also a resident of
Rush Township, set up a
display about what his office
does.  The Clerk of Courts’
main responsibility is to act as
custodian for all criminal court

records.  These records consist of motions, pleadings,
transcripts and any other filing that is related to a criminal case.
The majority of office business is conducted pursuant to state
law and PA Rules of Court.    The Clerk of Courts office is
staffed with 11 people and Mr. Lukach. 

Quakake American Legion Post 973 – Jim Shaup, chaplain
of the Legion, had a notable display honoring the soldiers from
the township who died serving and defending our country.
Included was Harold O. Messerschmidt, who was just 20 years
old when killed during WWII.  Mr. Messerschmidt is also one 
of 464 soldiers in the United States to have received the Medal
of Honor.  Other local deceasded heroes from the township
were T/SGT Paul D.
Fredericks, PFC Vernon
T. Miller, and CPL
Carroll V. Bittner.  The
Legion has donated 
to various recreational
activities, and emer-
gency services within
our township, as well 
as to other veteran
organizations.

Cool Breeze Imaging / American Cancer Society – Ann
Marie Calabrese & Colleen Wuttke had a display set up
informing visitors about the disc jockey, voice over and emcee
service business (Cool Breeze Imaging),  the Carbon/
Tamaqua Unit of the American Cancer Society, and the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. Ms. Calabrese 
is also the sales
manager at Magic
105.5 WMGH and AM
1410 WLSH.  She
organized the radio
broadcast featuring
Polka Joe Manjack
and the Magic Polka
Machine. 

Opening of Festivities – Schuylkill County Commissioner
George Halcovage  sang the
“Star Spangled Banner” to
kick off the celebration.
Pictured from left to right are
Polka Joe Manjack, George
Halcovage, and Stephen W.
Simchak,  Chairman.

Bicentennial Committee
Members – Pictured from left to right
Harry and Gail Eisley, Terri Conville,
Rush Township Secretary/ Treasurer.

Polka Joe Manjack – live radio
broadcast. Pictured from left to
right, Polka Joe Manjack, Josephine
Simchak, Stephen W. Simchak,
Annelise Simchak and her daughter
Sophia.

Rush Township Fire Police –
pictured from left to right Merle
Wertman, Captain of the fire
police, Jeannine Motroni, fire
police, Dave Clewell, Assistant
Fire Chief, and Chris Huegel,
fireman.

Committee Members serving food –
Marie Skripnek, Rush Township
Administrative Assistant, and Walter Taylor,
Auditor

Face Painting
Activity – Rose Reid
and friend Abby Billig
enjoyed this activity
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Rush Township celebrated its 200th birthday by hosting a
Community Day/Bicentennial Celebration on Sunday,

October 30th on the grounds of the municipal building.  The
event was held from 10 o’clock a.m. until 2 o’clock p.m.  The
Bicentennial Committee along with the Board of Supervisors
and office staff organized this event.  Everyone had an
opportunity to view the history of Rush Township and have a
glance into the future of our township.

Local businesses and organizations had displays and
demonstrations for the public to enjoy.  An open house of the
municipal building was also held.  Everyone was welcome to
tour the new Emergency Management Agency room, the
administration offices, and the police headquarters.  Rush
Township had on display their new road department dump
truck and the new police cruiser.  Our local fire companies and
our fire police had equipment on display. Participants included
Air Products, Silberline, Quakake American Legion Post 793,
Tamaqua Historical Society, Cool Breeze Imaging, American
Cancer Society, Schuylkill County Clerk of Courts, and St.
Luke’s Network.  

Polka Joe Manjack, a Hometown resident, drew music lovers
wanting to see his live remote radio broadcast.  There was also
face painting for the children.  Free food included hot dogs,
barbecue, pierogies, and drinks.  Our Bicentennial cakes were
donated by Harry and Gail Eisley.  Many door prizes were also
donated by some of our local businesses and individuals.   The
Bicentennial Committee handed out free tote bags, pencils,
and balloons depicting our 200th birthday.  

Local business sponsors for the live broadcast were: Beacon
Diner, Christ Funeral Home, Custom Woodwork Creative
Kitchens, Furniture Connection, Grand Prix Excavating,
Hometown Nursing Center, Skipper Dippers, and Tirpak
Insurance.  Area businesses and residents that supported the
Bicentennial Celebration and donated door prizes and
giveaways were--- Air Products , Hometown Pharmacy, Mauch
Chunk Trust,  Cal’s Auto,  Silberline, Hometown Nursing
Center, Two Kings,  Skipper Dippers,  St. Luke’s,  and Gail and
Harry Eisley.  

Air Products – Tom Cara
conducted demonstrations
throughout the event. He was
assisted by Debbie Daniels.
They showed what would
happen if balloons were placed
in a container of liquid nitrogen,
which is a colorless, clear liquid
with a temperature of -320
degrees.  They also launched a foam ball placed in a tube of
liquid nitrogen.  Ice cream was also made and enjoyed by the

children as well as the adults.  Both demonstrators felt the
experiments were fun and had a goal to get the kids interested
in the science field.  

Silberline – Betsy Dallas had a display about the
manufacturing aspects of the company.  Silberline
manufactures effect pigments for the automotive, plastics,
printing inks, and pack-
aging and coating for
industries.  Silberline has a
location in Hometown and
is very much involved with
the community and has a
commitment to their
employees, customers and
vendors.

Tamaqua Historical Society – Dale Freudenberger, a
volunteer of the society, had a display of Rush Township
memorabilia.  Included were images and posters of the historic

Lakewood Playhouse, a
trolley car advertisement
for Sayler’s Steam Bakery
in Hometown, photos of old
drive-in theaters and
photos of the original High
Bridge.  Some of the
places date back from the
1920’s and are no longer in
existence.

TIDE – Dr. Joseph Urenovitch had a poster-board display
and a power point presentation on the development of the
TIDE industrial park and the companies that now occupy it.
Developed in the mid 1970’s, the park is situated on 200 
acres for mixed use industrial/ commercial  in a natural setting
and offers low operating costs, tax and loan incentives, 
and experienced
development assist-
ance. Dr. Urenovitch
also talked about the
future plans for TIDE
and the potential
growth for the
township. 

Rush Township
COMMUNITY DAY/BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONHHAAPPPPYY 220000tthh BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY!!
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organized the radio
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Machine. 
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fireman.

Committee Members serving food –
Marie Skripnek, Rush Township
Administrative Assistant, and Walter Taylor,
Auditor
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Activity – Rose Reid
and friend Abby Billig
enjoyed this activity
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By the time you receive this newsletter, the 200th year of our birthday will be coming to a close.  Many events were held during
this calendar year many of which you will see pictures of on the following pages.  Our Community Day/Bicentennial

Celebration was originally scheduled for August 28th, but had to be re-scheduled to October 30th due to Hurricane Irene hitting
the East Coast.   Low and behold, a very rare October nor’easter storm dumped approximately ten inches of snow in our area
the day of October 29th.  Our road department did a great job cleaning up the township roads, the sun came out and warmed
temperatures to brighten up the day so our event could go on as planned.  Approximately 300 people passed through our doors
and attended this affair.  A special thank you goes out to all the residents and neighbors of Rush Township for supporting our year
long celebrations.

Summary of the Bicentennial Events held in 2011

Congressman Timothy Holden
presented a citation commemorating
the township’s bicentennial to
Chairman Stephen W. Simchak.

Schuylkill County Commissioners
Mantura Gallagher & Frank
Staudenmeirer presented a citation
commemorating the township’s
bicentennial to Chairman Stephen W.
Simchak, and Supervisor Robert J.
Leibensperger.

A blood drive was held on April 5th at
the municipal building.  The American
Red Cross collected 22 units, which was
96% of the group’s goal of 24 units.
Workers of the American Red Cross
organize their paperwork.

Rush Township and the Quakake
Fire Company held their annual
community egg hunt.  Families
enjoyed special gift prize eggs, 
free food, toys, money and more.

Taking part in the tree
planting were Rush Township

Bicentennial Committee
members, from left, Walter J.

Taylor, Kathy Taylor, Marie
Skripnek, Ann Marie

Calabrese, Stephen Simchak
and Harry Eisley.

Jessica Lynn Ward, front left,
2011 Rush Township Poppy
Queen, hands the first poppy
to Stephen W. Simchak, Rush
Township board chairman.
Ashley Zapotosky, front right,
was crowned princess.  On
hand for the crowning are,
back row, Jim Shaup, Quakake
American Legion Post 973
chaplain, and Carmen Forke,
post commander.

Luncheon Honoring Local Heroes

Citation Received from the 
Schuylkill County Commissioners

Blood Drive at 
the Municipal Building

Easter Egg Hunt at Quakake Park

Tree Planting in 
Recognition of Arbor Day

Crowning of Poppy Queen 
at Quakake Legion

When it comes to an emergency, most people feel that
“it just won’t happen to me.”

This kind of thinking can open the door for serious
consequences. The county, state, and federal officials are
there to lend a hand in times of crisis, but emergency
preparedness really begins at home.  

First--be informed—learn about threats facing your
community. Pennsylvania is prone to a wide variety of
manmade and natural disasters, including floods, fires,
snow, wind, and tropical storms. While you can’t prevent
these events you can get informed, which will empower
you to make better decisions to protect your family and
yourself.

Next—be prepared—encourages residents to create a
home emergency kit, which will allow you to survive on
your own for at least three days. As past disasters have
shown, emergency responders can get quickly
overwhelmed with calls and simply can’t reach all victims.
Gathering essentials, including food and water should be
a priority for everyone. 

These basic supplies for an emergency kit can make the
difference between life and death. The kit should include:

• Water for drinking and sanitation-one gallon per
person per day for three days-and don’t forget pets,
too.

• Food- at least a three-day supply of nonperishable
items.

• Cash-if there is no electricity, ATM’s won’t work.

• A crank or battery-powered radio, a flashlight, and
extra batteries.

• Other supplies, such as moist towelettes, a manual
can opener, prescription medications, infant formula,
and diapers, pet supplies, and important documents. 

Once the necessities are organized, residents with
children might want to include a few fun things too, such
as toys, travel-size family games, and a deck of cards. A
smaller emergency kit should also be kept in each vehicle
in case you are ordered to evacuate during work hours or
are stranded in your car.

The final step—be involved—residents are encouraged
to join organizations such as the Pennsylvania Citizen
Corps, a cluster of volunteer programs that promote safer
communities, and SERV PA, an online registry for medical
and nonmedical volunteers.

As anyone who has already lived through a disaster will
tell you, preparedness is priceless.

BE PREPARED

325 visits came from 4 countries/territories

Site Usage Visits Pages/Visit Avg. Time on Site% New Visits Bounce Rate
325 3.10 00:02:16 69.54% 40.62%

Country/Territory Visits Pages/Visits Avg.Time on Site% New Visits Bounce Rate

United States 321 3.12 00:02:17 69.16% 40.19%

Philippines 2 1.50 00:00:24 100.00% 50.00%

Canada 1 1.00 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% 

Russia 1 1.00 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00%

Statistics from October 1, 2011 – October 31, 2011

Web Site statistics

Web site
www.rushtownship.org
Information Content: 
Government Section, Services Section, Visitors to the Area
Section, Online Calendar, News Section
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By the time you receive this newsletter, Phase I Sanitary
Sewer Line Replacement of Meadow Avenue

should be completed.  This project consisted of
replacing old antiquated piping manholes and
associated appenditures.  Approximately 6,500
feet of 8 inch PVC sewer pipe and manholes
were installed for a bid price of $275,500.00. 

On December 9, 2011 bids will be opened for
Phase II Storm Sewer and Paving Upgrade for the Meadow
Avenue Area.  This project will consist of various size storm

sewer piping, milling, and paving improvements along
Meadow Avenue, Jeffrey Bnosky Street, Carmen

Street, and Mariner Street in the village of
Hometown.  Work will also include partial
roadway reconstruction on Bnosky Street.
The engineer cost estimate is approximately

$500,000.00.  If the upcoming winter season is
a mild one, this project could begin in the early

spring of next year. 

MEADOW AVENUE PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

On June 21, 2011 the Rush Township Board of Supervisors awarded the contract for the 2011 road program to Lehigh
Asphalt in the amount $115,730.00.  Work was completed on Locust Street, Lincoln Street, and Frankford Avenue.

Approximately 400 ton 9.5 mm super-pave 1 ½ overlay
was installed.  Other work included curb milling, inlet
boxes and 12 inch to 18 inch thermoplastic storm pipe
were also part of the project.  A final inspection was held
on November 9th and this project is now complete.

The upcoming year will be our third year of our
strategic long range infrastructure plan.  The areas the
Supervisors have selected to receive improvements with
Liquid Fuels will be the top section on Holly Road,
Heckman Street and Back Street.

For the past few years, the state has been decreasing
our Liquid Fuels allotment.  However, through
competitive bidding and cost effective planning on the
part of the Supervisors, our residents will receive these
improvements without utilizing any monies from the
township’s General Fund. 

2011 Liquid Fuels Road Program

Left to right Stephen W. Simchak, Chairman of the Board,
Andrew Spece, Alfred Benesch & Company, Gene Rutch,
Road Foreman, representative of Lehigh Asphalt,  and
James Tohill, Alfred Benesch & Company

Do you or someone you know use oxygen or medical
equipment requireing electricity? Are you in charge of a

child or adult daycare facility? Are you an elderly person
living alone without a neighbor or relative to check in on you
in case of an emergency? If you responded yes
to any of these questions, or a similar situation
applies to you or someone you know, the Rush
Township Emergency Management office
would like to hear from you.

Our organization documents these special
needs so that in case of an emergency,
responders are able to provide assistance to
those who require it.

This does not mean someone will evacuate
you or your facility whenever there is a storm;
we will, however, so our best to provide supplies
to those whose safety and wellbeing depend on

them, e.g., a generator to someone on electronic medical
equipment.

Please call the Rush Township Emergency Management
Agency at 570-225-7280 if you or someone you know

would benefit from these services.  Leave
your name; contact information; and brief
explanation of your needs, and we will get
back to you as soon as possible.  All personal
information is kept strictly confidential.  If
desired, you or someone on your behalf can
present your information in-person to be
directly entered into the system; however, an
appointment must be made ahead of time to
ensure someone is there is there to assist
you.  If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact us at the number above.

F.Y.I.

Public Works and the U.S. Postal Service are both expected
to deliver during the winter season... come rain, sleet,

snow, or all of the above. The location of your mailbox along
the roadway can affect the efficiency of
both mail service and snow plowing
operations. 

Where is your mailbox located? Your
letter carrier will make every effort to deliver
the mail. However, if the mailbox is not
accessible due to snow buildup, or if it is
not properly located along the road, you
may have to pick up your mail at the post
office.

Rush Township allows property owners
to place mailboxes within the township
legal right-of-way, out of respect for the
U.S. Postal Service’s need to deliver, and
mail customers’ convenience of delivery;
however, mailbox damage is the
responsibility of the property owner.

Normally, if a mailbox is placed as far from the shoulder of
the road as the carrier can reach from a vehicle and the
mailbox rests on a firm support, the mailbox should be able to
withstand the force of snow from the plowing operation. Be
sure your mailbox has a strong support. You also may wish to

use reflective tape or other material to make the mailbox easier
to see during storms or during dark hours.

Plowing operations can push snow against or in front of
mailboxes, limiting access and perhaps
causing damage to supports. If the mailbox
support is within the highway right-of-way, it’s
the owner’s responsibility.

Check your mailbox and support often,
clearing snow from it and depositing the
snow properly (never shovel snow onto the
road). Homeowners who have followed
these tips in the past and have still
experienced mailbox damage may wish to
consider installing a cantilevered mailbox
support that will swing a mailbox out of
harm’s way. 

If you have questions as to the proper
location of your mailbox along the roadway,
contact your local post office.

The Township urges your cooperation in winterizing your
mailbox for the winter season. Taking steps to ensure the
visibility and stability of your mailbox will help The Townshp,
PennDOT and letter carriers deliver their best this winter.

Winterizing Your Mailbox

eAlways wear your seat belt, drive at a reduced speed, and
always drive defensively.

eAlways turn on your headlights during inclement weather.

eGive yourself plenty of time to get to where you're going
during the winter.

eKeep your gas tank full.

eMaintain at least twice the normal following distance when
driving on snow or ice. 

eRear-end collisions account for most winter crashes.

ePeriodically check the level of your windshield washing fluid
and only use fluids containing an anti-freeze solvent. Keep
an extra container of windshield fluid in the trunk.

eClear snow and ice from your windows, mirrors, hood,
headlights, taillights, and trunk before driving.

eKeep the following items in your vehicle during the winter:
an ice scraper/snow brush, de-icer, small snow
shovel, warning devices (flares or triangles), bag of
salt or sand, flashlight, battery cables, tire chains,
paper towels, and a blanket.

eMaintain a distance of at least six car lengths behind a
snow plow. 

e Do not pass a snow plow because the plow blades are
wider than the truck. 

e Car pool or use mass transit whenever possible during the
winter. Fewer cars on the road make travel safer during a
snowstorm and expedite snow plowing operations.

eUse extra care when driving on a bridge or elevated ramp
during the winter because they freeze before roads do.

Winter Driving Tips
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Rush Township is very excited about the new
headquarters for our Emergency Management Team

at the municipal building.  This separate room contains a
modern computer system with a large monitor, wall
mounted paper maps of the entire township, a messaging
board, radios for emergency band use, and a separate
phone line for communication to county, state and federal
authorities.  During an emergency, the Emergency
Operations Center may be activated by the EMC, the
Deputy EMC, or the elected officials. 

The Emergency Management Coordinator for Rush
Township is Lorraine Brill.  She was appointed by the
governor and acts on behalf of the elected officials.  The
deputy EMC is Paul Miller.  

The county has prepared an Emergency Operations
Plan that provides information in emergencies.  This plan
identifies resources within our municipality that will be
helpful in emergency or disaster situations and requests
needed from the Schuylkill County EMA.

For emergency situations, you can contact the EMA by
calling Schuylkill County 911 and providing them with your
name, address and a brief statement.  Then, they will
determine which responders will be dispatched.  For the
safety of all involved, Hometown and Quakake Fire
Companies are usually dispatched at the same time as
the EMA.

Please look for future updates about the EOC on the
web-site for Rush Township.  A contact list will be added
as well as links to some very important agencies. 

If you would like to become a volunteer to help
coordinate activities, please call the Rush Township
Emergency Management Agency at 570-225-7280 and
leave your name, address, and phone number. 

RUSH TOWNSHIP EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Rush Township Emergency Management Coordinator
Lorraine Brill and Deputy Paul Miller are viewing
information on the computer screen in the new EMA
room set up at the municipal building. 

The Rush Township Board of Supervisors approved
the purchase of a new dump truck for the road

department.  The vehicle is a 2011 Ford F550 4x4 diesel
and auto transmission with a stainless steel spreader
and western pro plus plow.  The new truck was
purchased for the price of $68,783.30 through the Pa.
Costars Program with KME/Kovatch Organization,
Nesquehoning, PA.  Barry Messerschmidt was the 
sales representative from Kovatch Organization.  This
vehicle will replace a dump truck in the road department
which is approximately sixteen years old and in need of
major repairs.  Also, the new township logo and web-site
www.rushtownship.org are featured on the new 
dump truck.

Rush Township New Road
Department Truck

PRESS RELEASE!

Pictured from left to right: Rush Township Laborer Elden
Neifert, Road Foreman Gene Rutch, and Chairman of the
Board Stephen W. Simchak. 

Street parking is prohibited during snow removal. It is
unlawful to park, abandon, or leave unattended any

vehicle on any public street, road, or highway, or adjacent
right of way, during a storm or during the 48-hour period
following cessation of precipitation or any other period
when snow removal or plowing is being conducted. 

Winter storm definition: any precipitation
accumulation to a depth of one-inch or more.

Abandoned vehicles. Any vehicle parked or left
unattended on any public street, road, or highway, or it’s
adjacent right of way during the 48-hour period following
a winter storm shall be deemed abandoned, and any
township police officer or road worker may arrange for the
vehicle to be towed and stored at an approved storage
lot. In addition to the fine (see penalties), the owner of the
vehicle will be responsible for the towing and storage
charges.

Responsibility for removal of snow and
ice from sidewalks. Sidewalks must
be cleared of snow and ice within 12
hours after snow has stopped
falling.

Fire hydrants. Every person in charge or control of any
building or lot on which a fire hydrant is located is
required to uncover the fire hydrant to the extent that at
least one half of the hydrant is visible from the street.

Depositing of snow and ice prohibited. No person
shall deposit any snow or ice next to a fire hydrant or on
any sidewalk or roadway.

Penalties. Any person who shall violate any provisions
of the snow removal ordinance could be fined up to $300
for each day the violation continues.

Obstructing of sidewalk, street or highway is
prohibited. It is unlawful for any person to park, or place
and allow to remain, any object (basketball goal) other

than a motor vehicle in the street or
highway from November 1 of each
year through April 1 of the following

year. The Township has the authority to
remove and impound any non-motorized

object or vehicle found in the street or
highway or on the sidewalk. In
order to reclaim an object removed,
the owner shall pay removal and

storage costs. 

Winter Weather Guidelines

Snow Shoveling Tips

After a snowstorm, how many times have you
shoveled your driveway or sidewalk only to have

it plowed in? 

Public Works suggests that you wait until the street
is cleared before you shovel the last five feet of your
driveway or your sidewalk. Always clear an area to
the right of your driveway (as seen in the diagram
below) to give the snow on the blade of the plow a
place to empty before it gets to your driveway. This
way you won't have to do the same job twice.

Public Works also reminds you that it is illegal to
push snow from a parking lot or driveway onto a
township roadway.



Site/General Contractors
Excavation, Utilities, Earthwork, Paving, Snow Removal, Site Concrete,

Construction, Demolition, E&S Control, Trucking, Land Clearing

A Special Thank You To The Businesses!
This publication is made possible at no printing cost to the residents of Rush Township through the generous advertising sponsorship of the 

businesses listed throughout our third newsletter.  We wish to encourage your patronage of these establishments.  
They are a very important part to the economic vitality of our community.

SITE CONTRACTORS

Office 570-668-3003

Fax 570-668-3363

794 Claremont Ave.

Tamaqua, Pa 18252

www.grandprixexcavation.com

570-668-0765 www.longhifinancial.com

BARLETTA
MATERIALS & CONSTRUCTION, INC.

PAVING & ASPHALT MATERIALS
SAND & STONE PRODUCTS

570-668-2040 • 570-668-5910 FAX
1314 EAST BROAD STREET • P.O. BOX 550 • TAMAQUA, PA 18252

Caring 
Every Day 

in 
Every Way

LOCATED ON ROUTE 54, HOMETOWN
149 LAFAYETTE AVENUE, TAMAQUA 18252

We Offer:
Short Term Rehabilitation • Day Trips & Recreational Activities

Internet Access • Beauty & Barber Shop
Individualized Nutritional Planning • Restorative Nursing Program

570-668-1775      Fax: 570-668-1570
www.hometownnursingcenter.com

A JDK Management Facility    Most Insurances Accepted

570-669-5113 Fax 570-669-6393
www.kovatchauto.com

One Industrial Complex • Nesquehoning, PA 18240

Board of Supervisors

Meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6
p.m. in the Township Building
Stephen W. Simchak, Chairman
Shawn E. Gilbert, Vice-Chairman
Robert J. Leibensperger, Member

Administration

Terri Conville, Secretary/Treasurer
Marie Skripnek, Administrative Assistant

Police Department

Duane Frederick, Corporal
Emergency dial 911
Non Emergency 570-668-4242 or

570-668-6100

Road Department

Gene Rutch, Road Foreman 
570-668-2438

Sewer Department

John Tiejaro
570-668-4336

Professional Staff

Solicitor
Robert Yurchak
1 E. Catawissa Street
Nesquehoning, PA 18240
570-669-6650

Auditors

Carmen Forke, Walter Taylor, Brian Turner
104 Mahanoy Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
570-668-2938

Tax Collector

Dolores Walck
117 Cumberland Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
570-668-5661

Rush EMA

Lorraine Brill
EMA Coordinator
Office 570-225-7280

Fax 570-225-7281

Engineer–Zoning

Alfred Benesch & Co.
400 One Norwegian Plaza
Pottsville, PA  17901
570-622-4055

Sewage Enforcement Officer

William Brior
Surgarloaf, PA
570-384-3408

Building Inspector

Building Inspection 
Underwriters, Inc.
570-344-9681

Fire Companies

Hometown Fire Co.
Barry Messerschmidt, Chief
15 Mahanoy Avenue
Tamaqua, PA 18252
570-668-0274

Quakake Fire Co.

Scott Brill, Chief
130 Tamanend Road
Quakake, PA 18245
570-467-2383

Northeastern Schuylkill 

Joint Municipal Authority

(Rush Ryan Sanitary Sewer)
570-467-2176

American Water Services 

(sewer billing)
717-533-4825

Tamaqua Borough

(water billing and service)
570-668-0300

Interstate Waste Services 

(garbage collection)
1-800-523-4290

Municipal Directory
104 Mahanoy Avenue, Tamaqua, PA 18252 • Phone: 570-668-2938 • Fax: 570-668-3129

Email: info@rushtownship.org • Website: www.rushtownship.org



Rush TownshipRush Township
The Rush Township Board of Supervisors and staff are

pleased to bring you this special Bicentennial Edition of our
Township Newsletter.

We extend a special thank you to the businesses the
professional members of our community, and all our
Bicentennial Committee Volunteers who made our year- round
events possible and very successful. You can read about all of
these events further on in the publication. 

Our road department is in the process of finishing up a very busy year.  They performed many
facets of road maintenance throughout our township.  Some of the projects completed were as
follows.  Shoulders were graded and stoned on Bernhard Road, Wertman Road, Zellner Road,
and Lynnwood Street.  Approximately nine miles of paving was done by our own work force.  In
the village of Quakake, storm drains were replaced and several new ones were added.
Hometown received an asphalt leveling course at many rough and low areas.  Our entire allotment
of state liquid fuels monies was spent in the Hometown areas.  Another important project finished
was the brush cutting of the entire township.  This will provide a better site distance for our
residents when traveling in their vehicles.  

It is a constant struggle to determine how and when to repair aging infrastructure. The decision
making process often involves available funding, regulatory requirements, and increasing
liabilities. Next year, it is our plan for the road department to make repairs and to pave Swenson
Street, Wayne Avenue, and Ridge Street.  Our road crew will also perform their normal routine
operations of fixing potholes, plowing snow, maintenance to the parks, and any other jobs that
need to be done. 

We the Supervisors would also like to commend our administration department for managing and
overseeing all of our departments and business operations.  On a daily basis, the administration
provides customer assistance to the general public.  They successfully fulfill their responsibility of
supporting the Board of Supervisors by providing us with the necessary information we need to
make informed decisions.  We as Supervisors, depend on our administrative staff to know what is
happening in the township so we can focus on policy issues.

Our police department, which has been a twenty-four hour seven days per week operation for
the last several years, has been doing a great job keeping our residents and neighborhood safe.
Our police force patrol approximately seventy-one miles of state and local highways on a daily
basis. 

In closing, allow me to emphasize that the Board of Supervisors and all our professional
associates, are here for YOU, the township residents and businesses.  We are committed to being
a progressive, business friendly and environmentally conscience place to live and work.  We want
to improve your quality of life.

Thank you,

Stephen W. Simchak
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
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Welcome to Beautiful Rush Township!
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THANK YOU to our existing customers and WELCOME to new customers.  We appreciate your business and look forward to serving you!

Seasons Change Financial is a family owned and operated business
whose team of professionals will meet and work closely with you to develop a
comprehensive plan that can assist you in achieving your retirement goals.

Seasons Change Financial specializes in providing safe and
creative investments for retired individuals or 

those about to retire in Northeast PA.

Offices in Tamaqua and Pittston

Toll Free: 1-866-774-2102
Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Ameritas Investment Corp.

(AIC) Member FINRA/SIPC. AIC and Seasons Change Financial are not affiliated.

Croll’s Coal & Oil • 74 Bernhard Road • Barnesville, PA 18214

Nancy’s
F r e s h  C u t  M a r k e t

Over 30 years experience in the food industry.

570-668-1400
www.nancysfreshcutmarket.com

220 Claremont Ave. • Tamaqua, PA 18252

We provide our area 
with a high quality 

meat market 
& deli.


